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IAEM welcomes publication of Major Trauma Audit National Report 2014-2015

The Irish Association for Emergency Medicine has long advocated for significant improvements
to be made to the way that major trauma care is delivered in Ireland. Measurement using
robust audit is fundamental to this and must include the conditions being managed; the
processes involved and the outcomes for patients. There is clear international evidence of
benefit when trauma services are better organised. Indeed, since 2012, when re-organisation of
trauma networks occurred in England, a remarkable increase of 63% has been seen in the odds
of survival for patients suffering major trauma. Trauma audit is welcomed by IAEM as an
integral component and a necessary first step in trauma system reform in Ireland.

This National Report gives important insights into the changing nature of major trauma in
Ireland. Older patients sustaining low falls are now the largest proportion of major trauma
patients, which has important implications in terms of preventative strategies and how care is
delivered. Deficits in timely access to senior clinical decision makers, expert care and trauma
teams are also noted. The report confirms that 40% of severe head injuries are not treated at
neurosurgical centres in Ireland, despite clear evidence of much better outcomes for such
patients when they are treated in a neurosurgical centre. In England this figure is 15%.

Resourcing the role of clinical audit in our hospitals is key to reassuring patients that the care
they receive is monitored closely and can be benchmarked nationally and internationally.
Hospitals receiving major trauma must be supported and rewarded for returning clinical audit
data as patients are ultimately the beneficiaries of this quality assurance measure.

President: Secretary: Treasurer:

Dr. C. Emily O’Conor Mr. M. Ashraf Butt Dr. Sinead O’Gorman

MRCPI, FRCEM FRCSI, Dip IMC (RCSEd), FRCSEd (A&E), EMDM MMedSci, DCH, FRCSI, FACEM, FRCEM
Consultant in Emergency Medicine. Consultant in Emergency Medicine. Consultant in Emergency Medicine.
Connolly Hospital, Cavan General Hospital, Letterkenny University Hospital,
Blanchardstown, Dublin, D15 X40D Lisdarn, Cavan, Co. Cavan, H12 N889 Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, F91 AE82
Ireland. Ireland. Ireland.

Tel: +353 1 646 6250 Tel: +353 49 437 6401 Tel: +353 74 912 3744

Fax: +353 1 646 6286 Fax: +353 49 437 6468 Fax: +353 74 912 3797



The Association produced its landmark document entitled An Integrated Trauma System for
Ireland in December 2014 which prompted public and professional interest in improving trauma
care. Unfortunately, the report of the Expert Group set up by the previous Minister for Health,
Dr Leo Varadkar TD, has yet to be published and the Association calls on the current Minister,
Simon Harris TD, to ensure that this document is published at the earliest available opportunity.
Inevitably, there will need to be investment to improve trauma care in Ireland but the
experience of other countries suggests that spending this money ultimately leads to better
outcomes and ultimately cost savings elsewhere in the healthcare system with a greater
likelihood of patients being able to return to an independent existence.
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http://www.iaem.ie/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/IAEM_Position_Paper_-_An_Integrated_Trauma_System_for_Ireland_171214.pdf
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