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Minutes of Irish Association for Emergency Medicine Meeting 

Saturday 22nd April 2006 

 
Present:      Apologies: 
 
Mr. F. Hickey – President    Mr. A. Martin   
Mr. J. Binchy – Secretary    Mr. J. O’Donnell 
Dr. U. Geary – Treasurer    Dr. O. Smithwick 
Mr. P. Kelly      Mr. P. Plunkett 
Mr. G. Keye      Mr. G. Lane 
Dr. E. O’ Conor     Mr. A. Gleeson 
Dr. R. Lynch      Mr. C. Kelly 
Mr. G. McCarthy     Dr. R Healy 
Dr. S. Walsh      Dr. P. Gaffney 
Mr. J. Ryan      Dr. K. Cunningham 
Dr. G. Little       
Mr. E. Brazil 
Dr. P. Gilligan 
Mr. D. Barton       
  
_____________________________________________________ 
 
 
1. Minutes of previous meeting: 
The minutes of the meeting of Friday 3rd March 2006 were accepted. 
 
2. Matters Arising not on the Agenda: 
 
a. Swift Care.   

The Secretary confirmed that we had received a reply from Mr. Scanlon 
stating that patients who had been referred to Emergency Departments 
following their attendance at the Swift Care Clinic were not eligible for 
charges and could continue their treatment as a public patient. 

 
 

b. Lack of response from the HSE. 
The Secretary confirmed that other than a telephone conversation late one 
Friday evening there had been no formal response as yet from the HSE. 
 

 
 
 



c. Avian Flu 
The President confirmed that he had written to the HSE health protection 
surveillance centre on this matter.  He will circulate a copy of the letter to 
the membership. 
 
Action: President to circulate correspondence 
 

d. Continuing overcrowding in ED . 
There was general agreement that the problem was getting worse and that 
the number of patients waiting on trolleys in the Emergency Departments 
for admission to an impatient bed was increasing nationally.   
 

e. ‘A&E task force’ 
Mr. G. McCarthy who sits on the task force with Mr. G. Lane fed back on 
its first two meetings.  The first meeting had gone reasonably well until the 
HSE issued a press statement before the meeting was over, at which stage 
Mr. G. Lane turned in ‘an Oscar winning performance’. 
Topics Discussed Included: 

• Introducing zero tolerance for trolleys in Emergency Departments. 

• Introduction of a target time for patients who require admission to a 
hospital bed.   

There was a general discussion around the introduction of a target time for 
patients who require admission to a hospital bed and what an appropriate 
target time should be and whether this should be measured from the 
decision to admit (which raises the question of whose decision counts) or 
from the time of registration.  The majority view was probably to go for a 
total time in the department in the order of 6 hours.  The Executive will 
consider this further & make a decision on this. 
 
Action: Executive to consider further 
 

f. Consultant Numbers 
There was then a general discussion on the number of consultants needed 
for a department, minimum rota that is acceptable for Consultants in 
Emergency Medicine and the problems associated with working across 
split sites. 

 
g. Risks for Patients waiting on Trolleys 

The President confirmed that he had written to the Medical Council 
highlighting the risk associated with patients waiting on trolleys in 
Emergency Departments as shown by the recent Australian papers.  He 
had received a reply indicating their willingness to meet with the 
Association. 

 
 
3. College of Emergency Medicine 
The President outlined the proposed structure for this.  The Irish region of the 
College of Emergency Medicine would become the College of Emergency 
Medicine in Ireland.  The President also raised the prospect that once the 
College of Emergency Medicine is set up we need to consider the prospect of 



the Association being incorporated into it, as it is unlikely that we will ever 
have a big enough membership in this country to run two institutions. 
The President also encouraged all members to contribute to Churchill House.  
He emphasised that it is extremely important that we attained College status 
as this would greatly add to the credibility and weight given to any papers or 
statements we made. 
 
4. Reports from Sub-Committees 
 
There were no sub-committee reports. The President requested information 
on all sub-committees and members. 
Mr. G. McCarthy informed us that he was on the Training Standards 
Committee. 
Mr. J. Ryan informed us that he was the BAEM rep and Dr. U. Geary informed 
us that she was on the BST committee at the RSCI. 
 
5. Any Other Business 
 
(a) The President fed back on the President and Secretary’s meeting with 
Professor Drumm as members of a delegation of the IHCA.  This had been a 
rather acrimonious meeting that had achieved very little.   
(b) Medical Assessment Units.  Mr. Keye was concerned that there had been 
no distinction made between assessment and admissions in the recent IAEM 
position paper. 
(c) Consultant Contract.  There were concerns about the unilateral decision 
taken by the HSE to outsource the recruitment of NCHD’s.  This was the latest 
breach of contract. 
 (d) The Hanly Report: The President confirmed that the executive would 
draw up a document addressing these issues. 
 (e) Mr. J. Ryan informed the membership that the College of Emergency 
Medicine had recently changed the requirements needed to take the second 
part of the membership exam.  This will result in a delay for Doctors working 
in Ireland being able to sit the exam. 
 (f) Registration with Medical Council:  Mr. S. Walsh brought to the attention 
of the membership that if they use their home address on their registration 
with the Medical Council this will be available to public on the website.  The 
President advised members to use their work address. 
 
 
9. Date and Time of Next Meeting. 
10.30am on Saturday 10th June 2006 Education Centre, Tallaght Hospital. 
 
 
SIGNED:  
 
 
  President 
 
Date: 10th June 2006 
 
 



 
 


