
 

 
Minutes of Executive Meeting  

Irish Association for Emergency Medicine 
1.00 pm, Wednesday, 25th April 2007 

                                     
Venue: The Emergency Department, St. James’s Hospital, Dublin 8 

 

1. Present:      Apologies: 
Mr. F. Hickey – President    Dr. G. Quinn 
Mr. J. Binchy – Honorary Secretary  Mr. A.J. Martin 
Dr. U. Geary – Honorary Treasurer  
Mr. A. Gleeson          
Dr. S. Walsh      
Mr. G. McCarthy  
Dr. G. McMahon         

 
 
 
 

2. Minutes of the last Executive Meeting 7th February  
Other than one typographical error these were accepted. 

 
 

3. Matters Arising 
 
a) The President apologised for the late start of the meeting. This was because 
he, Mr. G. McCarthy and Dr. G. McMahon were attending the ACEMT 
meeting. 

 
b) Taser Guns 
The President has had no response from An Garda Siochana to date. 
However, he noted that the Minister had just announced that the Taser Guns 
would be introduced. 
 
Action: The President to write again to Dr D. Collins 

 
c) The Mental Health Act 2001 
The President reminded us that we agreed to revisit this before the end of the 
year. There was a general discussion about problems that had been occurring 
in Emergency Departments around the country concerning the 
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implementation of the new act. It was suggested that one of the SpRs do an 
audit as to what was happening in the different Departments. 

 
Action: President to write to Mr Fergal Cummins to suggest this 

 
 

d) Private Practice 
Since the last meeting, the IHCA had withdrawn its decision to get senior 
counsel legal opinion on the Private Practice entitlements for Consultants in 
Emergency Medicine on the current contract. The President has written an 
appropriately strong letter to the IHCA and is awaiting a response. 
 
Action: President to request a formal reply from IHCA 

 
e) Mediated Entry to the Specialist Registrar 
The President noted that the regulations had been reworded to reflect changes 
in examinations (e.g. FCEM instead of FFAEM, MRCS instead of FRCS) but 
suggested that there was a view that there may be some potential loophole in 
the regulations consequent on the change from FRCS to MRCS.  He would 
again seek the views of Mr. Plunkett (under whose chairmanship of the 
ACEMT the original had been drawn up) on this. 

 
Action: President to resend revised regulations to Mr Plunkett for 
his opinion and copy to Executive 

 
f) Job Plans 
The Secretary apologised that he had not yet come up with a draft model of 
the Job Plan. There was a general discussion about Job Plans and how we 
must be careful not to become hostages to fortune. There must be recognition 
that different departments do different things.  Mr McCarthy also raised the 
issue of split sites again.  

 
Action: Mr. Binchy 

 

 

4. Correspondence 
 

a) The President had received a letter from Professor Juliusz Jakubaszko, 
President, Polish Society of Emergency Medicine thanking the Association for 
bestowing Honorary Life Membership on him. 
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b) The Secretary has received an application for Full membership from Mr. 
Robert Eager who has taken up a position of temporary Consultant in 
Emergency Medicine in Tullamore General Hospital.  There were no 
objections to him becoming a member. 
 

c) A letter had been received by the Past President jointly from EuSEM & the 
Italian co-hosts of the EuSEM meeting in Sorrento in Italy in September 2007 
requesting that IAEM act as a supporting sponsor for the meeting. This has no 
financial implications for IAEM and we had taken this role at previous 
EuSEM meetings. It allowed IAEM meetings to enjoy a reduced Conference 
Registration fee. 

 
Action: President to write a letter in the affirmative and giving 
updated contact details 

 
 

5. Taskforce Report 
The President informed the meeting that he had received an email from Mr. 
John O’Brien (Winter initiative) that the Taskforce Report would be published 
on the week beginning the seventh of May 2007.  There was a general 
discussion as to why it was been published that week and what the 
Association might do, if the HSE fails to publish it.  A press release for the 
publication has already been prepared. 

 

6. Paediatric Emergency Medicine 
Dr. Walsh apologised that he had not yet produced the paper. However he 
noted that he had been single-handed for the last couple of months. He 
promised to have a draft to the Executive without fail by Friday 4th May 2007. 
Apparently there has been some discussion already about the proposals for 
urgent Care Centres following centralisation of Paediatric Emergency 
Services. It was generally agreed that it was vital for the Association to have a 
view on this.  

 
Action: Dr. S. Walsh 

 
4 Health and Safety Document 
The Secretary reported back on the meeting that he and Mr. McInerney had 
with the Health and Safety Authority.  This was a very positive meeting and 
they have been supportive of our paper. They informed us that the fire 
regulations were not under their remit and came under the remit of the Local 
Authority. He suggested we make contact with the Chief Fire Officers 
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Association and suggested Mr Paul Coyle, CFO, Sligo who had previously 
worked for the HSA. 

 
Action: President will approach Mr Coyle seeking his views and 
support 

 
There was general agreement that the minimum number of negative pressure 
isolation rooms should be increased to two and for many EDs might be 
higher. Dr. McMahon emphasised that we must get a definitive reference for 
this.  

 
Action: Dr. Geary to review and reference 

 
 

5 Influenza Pandemic 
It was accepted that there was a practical difficulty in reading such a large 
document in detail. However, it was agreed that the message needed to be got 
across that patients who do not need resuscitation or active intervention should 
not be referred to Emergency Departments. 
 
Action: The Hon Secretary will draft a response 

 
 

6 Contract Negotiations 
These appear to be going nowhere currently and there was little to report. Mr. 
Gleeson emphasised that regardless of the outcome, all categories of contract 
must be available to Consultants in Emergency Medicine. 

 
 

7 Co- Location 
There was nothing further to report. There was a sense that this project was not 
likely to come to fruition. 

 
 

8 ICEM 2012 
The President stressed the need to get the organising committee up and running.  
The President named the following people who had volunteered: Mr. J. Ryan, Mr. 
P. Gilligan, Dr. E. Gleeson and Dr. U. Geary. Mr G. McCarthy offered his services. 
It was also suggested that we approach Dr. J. McInerney, Dr. S. O’Rourke and Dr. 
C. O’Donnell to see if they would offer their services. 

 

Action:   President and Hon. Secretary to make approaches.   
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9 Chairman’s and A.O.B 
 

a) CEM 

The President informed us that the CEM were keen that we host the winter 
meeting of the College of Emergency Medicine in Dublin in September 2008.  
While everyone thought this was short notice it was felt that it would be 
important for the profile of the specialty in Ireland.  The President will therefore 
ask Mr. John Ryan who was attending a BAEM meeting in London the following 
day to reply in the positive and find out how much support will be available from 
the CEM/BAEM. It will also be necessary to have an organising committee and 
the suggestion that the committee for ICEM 2012 would also work on CEM 2008 
was accepted. It was also agreed that the 2008 IAEM meeting would be 
subsumed into the College meeting. 

 
Action: Mr. Hickey to speak to Mr John Ryan 

 

b) Indemnity for IAEM  

Dr. Geary outlined the two quotes, which had been received to date. There was a 
significant difference between the two quotes both in terms of the level of cover 
offered and the cost involved.  Dr. McCarthy agreed to get informal legal advice 
from a legal friend on what areas we need to be indemnified in and he will report 
back to Dr. Geary. 

 
Action: Dr. McCarthy 

 

c) Lack of Social Services 

The President wondered whether in view of the recent tragedy in the South East, 
we needed to start highlighting the lack of social services especially out of hours.  
It was thought this would be best left to a later date and could be tackled through 
another forum such as the Taskforce.  

 

d) Report from Drury Communication on PR for the Association 

It was agreed that we should follow the suggestions in this document, many of 
which we were already undertaking. The President felt that further investment in 
PR at this stage was inappropriate.   
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Dr. McMahon informed us that Carr Communications had offered a free training 
day for members of the Executive at no cost to the Association (sponsored by 
Bristol Myers Squibb).  There was general agreement that we should take up this 
offer.  
There was also a discussion about how/when to get good news stories out.  
ACEP have a document on the role of the Emergency Department. The Secretary 
will circulate this with a view to developing an Irish version. 

 
Action:  a) Dr. McMahon to reply in the affirmative on behalf of 
Executive 

b) Hon. Secretary to circulate ACEP document 
 

Dr Walsh also requested that we try and keep a record/ archive of our media 
presentations and raised the question of whether we should employ a part time 
secretary. Dr Geary will look into this. 

 
Action: Dr. Geary 

 

e) Report on the death of Mr. Patrick J. Walsh 

Dr. Walsh raised concern around the report on the death of Mr. P.J Walsh in the 
North East. Apparently there is a statement in the report suggesting that 
Physicians who are unable to get a patient transferred to a specialist unit should 
just put the patient in an ambulance and send them to the emergency department 
of that unit. It was agreed to put this on the agenda for the next meeting. 

 
Action: Mr. Binchy 

 

f) Consultant in Emergency Medicine working practices 

Apparently the HSE has done an Audit of the working practice of Consultants in 
Emergency Medicine in terms of who works late evenings and weekends. It was 
suggested that we obtain this under Freedom of Information if it couldn’t be 
obtained by other means. Dr. Walsh thought he might be able to get a copy of 
same in OLHSC, Crumlin. 
 

Action: Dr Walsh to seek same 
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13 Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next Executive Meeting will be held at 1pm, Wednesday, 11th July 2007 in St. 
James’s Hospital Dublin. 

 
 
SIGNED:   
 
 
  President 
 
Date:  11th July 2007 


