
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Minutes of Executive Meeting 
Irish Association for Emergency Medicine 

4.30 pm, Friday, 19th October 2007 
                                     

Venue: The Nuremore Hotel, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan 

 

1. Present:      Apologies: 
Mr. F. Hickey – President    Mr. A. Gleeson 
Mr. J. Binchy – Honorary Secretary  Dr G. McMahon 
Dr. U. Geary – Honorary Treasurer    
Mr. A.J. Martin  
Dr. G. Quin  
Dr. S. Walsh       
Mr. G. McCarthy        

   
       

2. Minutes of the Executive Meeting, Wednesday 5th September 2007 
These were accepted as correct. 

 
3. Matters Arising 

a) Mediated Entry into the Specialist Registrar 

The President is still awaiting a formal reply from Mr. Patrick Plunkett although it 
was noted that Mr. Plunkett was deeply involved in the ongoing, very intensive 
Contract Negotiations.  

b) Job Plans 

The first draft of the Job Plan has been circulated by the Honorary Secretary. It was 
agreed that this was probably best put on hold pending the outcome of the current 
contract talks. It was likely that there would be a need to reflect generic job plans 
under potentially two different contracts. 
 
c) Taser Guns 
The President has still had no reply from Dr. Collins, Garda Medical Officer. 

d) Health and Safety Report 

The President reminded the Executive that he only received reports from about ten 
departments. He agreed to raise this issue at the AGM.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

e)     Carr Communications offer of Media Training for Officers of the 
Association 

The President will pursue this in the near future through Dr G McMahon. 
 
f)     Consultant in Emergency Medicine Work Practices 
The Honorary Secretary will seek further relevant documentation under Freedom of 
Information  
Action: Mr. Binchy – Honorary Secretary  

 
g)     Paediatric Emergency Medicine in the greater Dublin Area 
The President had received a reply from Mr. John Kelly of RKW confirming that the 
Association would get a copy of the report before its official publication. 

h)     Mental Health Act 2001 

The Honorary Secretary confirmed that he had written to Mr. Mark Grogan, Assistant 
National Director, Mental Health at the HSE reminding him of the HSE’s and 
Hospital Management’s responsibility in making sure that patients who are awaiting 
admission to a mental health facility were not unduly detained in Emergency 
Departments.  

i) Swift Care Units  

The President informed us that a letter had been drafted to the Medical Director and 
Acting CEO of VHI outlining the clinical governance issues facing these units. It was 
decided that this would be kept on hold for the present. Dr. Walsh is to continue his 
audit of the impact of Swift Care Units on local Emergency Departments.  
Action: Mr S Walsh  

j) Developments in the North East 

The President highlighted the need for the Association to have a stance on 
reconfiguration. It was agreed that the Executive would draw up a paper on this.  
Action:  The Executive 

k) IAEM submission to DoHC Health Strategy 2008 – 2010 

The Honorary Secretary confirmed that he had sent the Association’s submission to 
the Department of Health and Children’s Health Strategy 2008–2010.  Unfortunately 
this had been sent shortly after the closing date. If the submission is accepted it will 
appear on the Health Strategy website. 

l) Women’s Health Council (WHC) 

Dr. Geary fed back from her first meeting. She noted that WHC was a statutory body 
set up to focus on areas of inequality in women’s health. Their current project is to 
increase the awareness of ischaemic heart disease in women.  Dr. Geary suggested 
that they adapt the ICPP Guidelines for the Emergency Department setting. She felt 
that this was a useful group for IAEM to interact with, as it may be able to fund some 
educational initiatives. 
 



 

 

m)   Interns in Emergency Departments 

The IAEM had completed a paper on this. It is awaiting some guidance on who to 
submit this to.  

n)   AEDs and prehospital ALS  

Dr. Cathal O’Donnell had produced a paper on this for the Association. This had 
received good coverage in the medical press. 

 

4. Correspondence 

 
The Honorary Secretary had received a letter from the Postgraduate Medical and 
Dental Board requesting an updated panel of persons with a geographical spread to 
provide career guidance and advice to NCHDs about a career in Emergency Medicine. 
The Honorary Secretary and other members of the Executive volunteered. The 
President is to ask his colleague Dr K. Cunningham to provide this facility in the 
Northwest. 
Action: Mr. Binchy – Honorary Secretary  
 
He had also received a letter from the Royal College of Physicians concerning e-
learning. The Hon Secretary will acknowledge this and pass it on to the Web 
Committee. 
Action: Mr. Binchy – Honorary Secretary  
 
5. Taskforce Report 
 
The President fed back on meetings that he and the Hon Secretary had with Mr. John 
O’Brien (Winter Initiative) and Ms. Angela Fitzgerald. There was a huge reluctance on 
the part of Mr O’Brien to implement the six hour target. However, the IAEM 
representatives have reiterated that it is the Association’s bottom line that if the HSE 
wanted IAEM to continue to engage with them, they need to give a clear undertaking 
to and a specified date for implementation of the six hour target. 
 
6. Emergency Department Design 
 
The President confirmed that the Emergency Department Design and Specification 
document had been completed by the Executive. He believed this was a very good 
document and he encouraged all departments to profile themselves against this. He 
anticipated that even the newest EDs would have significant deficits when 
benchmarked against the IAEM standard. The Honorary Secretary will circulate a 
template to facilitate this comparison.  
Action: Mr. Binchy – Honorary Secretary  
 
7. Emergency Department Ultrasound 
 
Mr. Robert Eager had produced the paper on Emergency Department Ultrasound. 
The President has subsequently learned that several Radiologists who were initially 
supportive of ED ultrasound have now withdrawn their support (seemingly on advice 
from the Faculty of Radiology). As this was largely a training issue, it was felt it should 
be left to the ACEMT to sort this out. 



 

 

Action: The President to advise ACEMT accordingly  
 

 
8. Contract Negotiations and Senior Council Brief 
The President summarised the process of obtaining a Senior Council opinion to date. 
The process, at this stage, was only partially complete and the Private Practice 
Committee had further questions and issues which required clarification. There was a 
general discussion concerning all these complex issues but ultimately it was felt that, 
as yet, there was nothing concrete to feed back to the IAEM membership.  
 

9. CEM September 2008 and ICEM 2012 
It was envisaged that Mr John Ryan was to arrange a meeting of the organising 
committee for CEM 2008 after the following day’s AGM. 
 
 

10. Chairman’s and A.O.B 
 
a) Nomination for the Order of FIFEM 
Mr Martin proposed that, in keeping with practice, the President Mr. Hickey be 
nominated for the order of FIFEM. The Hon Secretary seconded this. 
 
b) Thanks to Mr. Tony Martin 
The President expressed the thanks of the Association to Mr. Tony Martin 
(immediate past President) for his contribution to the development of Emergency 
Medicine in Ireland. This, he noted, was Mr. Martin’s last Executive Meeting. 
 
c) Thanks to Mr. Aidan Gleeson 
The President also expressed the thanks of the Association to Mr. Aidan Gleeson 
(Immediate past Hon Secretary) for his contribution to the development of Irish 
Emergency Medicine. Mr Gleeson, he noted, also steps down from the Executive 
after the following day’s AGM. 
 
d) Constitutional Amendment 
The President highlighted that there was no formal process anywhere in the 
Constitution whereby members seeking election to be Officers of the Association 
were nominated in a timely fashion before the AGM. He suggested that this be 
addressed by a constitutional amendment at the following year’s AGM. 
 
e) Garda Support for Major Incidents 
Mr G. McCarthy had been approached by local major incident planning officer 
who was looking for support from the Association in suggesting that there should 
be a Garda presence in hospitals during a Major Incident. It was suggested that he 
be encouraged to write formally to the Hon Secretary. 

 
f) Nurse Prescribing  
Dr. Geary highlighted concerns and deficiencies that had been brought to her 
attention regarding the implementation of nurse prescribing. It was felt that this 
was not a matter for the IAEM per se but would be of interest to individual IAEM 
members. It was suggested that Dr Geary circulate this to the membership. 
 



 

 

11. Date and time of next Meeting 
The next meeting will be at 1pm, Wednesday 5nd December 2007 in the Emergency 
Department, St. James’s Hospital, Dublin 8. 
 
 

 
SIGNED:     President 
 
DATE:  5th December 2007 

 


