
 

 
 
 
 

Minutes of Executive Meeting 
Irish Association for Emergency Medicine 

17:30hrs Friday 15th October 2010 
                                     

Venue: Faithlegg House Hotel, Waterford 

 
1. Present:       Apologies:  
Mr. F. Hickey – President    None 
Mr. J. Binchy – Honorary Secretary    
Mr. N. O’Connor – Honorary Treasurer 
Mr. J. McInerney      
Ms. P. Houlihan 

 Dr. G. Quin   
Mr. R. Eager  
    

2. Minutes of the Executive Meeting, Wednesday 1st September 2010 
These were accepted as correct. 

 
3. Matters Arising not on Agenda 
 
a) Clinical Indemnity Scheme (CIS) 
The Honorary Secretary had written to the CIS requesting an updated report on 
settlements made in relation to actions against Emergency Departments. 

 
b) CEM eLearning Project 
The President reported that the English DoH had pulled out of the project with 
CEM.  However the project is going ahead and Irish Members & Fellows of 
CEM had been encouraged by Dr Taj Hassan to register to use the service. 

  

 Action: To be suggested to Mr Gerry McCarthy, INB CEM to write to all 
 Irish MCEMs & FCEMs 
 

c) Overcrowding and the Full Capacity Protocol 
Dr. Gilligan has agreed to produce a position paper on this on behalf of the 
Association. 
 
Action: Dr P Gilligan to complete a first draft  

 
d) Reconfiguration in the North East  
Mr O’Connor reported that Acute Surgical Services had been removed from 
Navan. However, there has been a row back on what had previously been 
promulgated insofar as the ED will refer acute surgical presentations to the 
Surgical Registrar on call to decide if they need admission and therefore  
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transfer to the on call surgical service at another hospital or can be referred to 
an outpatient clinic. There had already been a significant drop in GP referrals. 
  
e) iPMS 
Dr. R. Eager has yet to conduct a survey on this. He has taken some 
preliminary soundings. 
 
Action: Dr. R. Eager  
 
f)  HSE List of Approved Courses  

 Dr Quin reported that this was to be discussed again at a meeting with HSE 
METR. 

 
g) NCHD Locums 
The President has yet to receive a response to his letter concerning the 
restrictive qualifications being placed on locums. It was accepted that this 
restriction was probably being ignored by the HSE 
 
h) Exchange with the Garda Commissioner’s Office 
The Honorary Secretary has written to Chief Superintendant Blake’s successor 
and awaits a reply. 
 
i) NCHD Shortages 
This is to be discussed at the AGM. 
 

j) Letter from Corporate Health Ireland  
Corporate Health Ireland is providing occupational health advice to the Irish 
Blood Transfusion Service. Essentially they are requesting that EDs act as an 
out-of-hours pharmacy for post exposure prophylaxis for high risk inoculation 
injuries. There was agreement that this seemed a reasonable proposal, 
however it was felt that HSE Corporate needed to be involved. 
 
Action: The Honorary Secretary to reply. 
 
k) CEM Diploma Presentation 
Mr. G. McCarthy has indicated that he had received positive feedback on the 
Irish Poster which IAEM had made a number of suggestions re content. 

 
4. Correspondence 
 
a) Letter from the IHCA  
The President received a letter from the IHCA requesting a list of Consultants 
who would be prepared to answer questions posed to the IHCA relating directly 
to clinical matters. There was general agreement that this was a good idea. 
 
Action: The Executive to develop the list 
 
b) Letter from Clear Media Print 
The Honorary Secretary had received a letter from Clear Media Print offering to 
provide diaries with the Association’s name and logo on it, at no cost to us. 
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Action: The Honorary Secretary to seek further details  
 
5. Emergency Medicine Programme 
The President emphasized that this was a critical time for the specialty. This 
was the first time that Emergency Medicine had been asked to be involved in 
deciding on its own future. Dr Geary had given an extensive update as part of 
the ASM on the EMP so far. 

 
6. Progress of groups producing IAEM Position Papers 
Dr Quin confirmed that the ACEMT/IAEM position paper concerning training 
and accreditation in Paediatric Emergency Medicine had been completed. It 
had been approved by the Faculty of Paediatrics, RCPI and following a tripartite 
meeting with METR was approved by the latter. The President will circulate 
this. 
The President stated that the other projects had been put on hold while the 
Emergency Medicine Programme was running as it subsumed some of these. 

  
7. Progress of Subcommittees 
 
a) Web Committee 
Dr Stuart Carr has now taken over as webmaster. Mr Gerry McCarthy will 
continue to chair the website committee.  

 
b) Academic Committee 
This hasn’t formally met since the last Executive Meeting, however it continues 
to make progress with plans for ICEM 2012.  
 
 
8. Applications for Membership 
The following application for Full Membership was approved. 
 

• Dr. Cormac Mehigan, recently appointed as Consultant in Emergency 
Medicine, Mid-Western Regional Hospital, Dooradoyle, Limerick 

 
9. Honorary Treasurer’s Update 
Mr O’Connor informed us that the advice he had received from the Accountant 
suggested that the Association could significantly decrease its tax liability. He 
suggested that it would be prudent from an accounting perspective to be seen 
to have been developing a contingency fund to meet the potential liabilities for 
ICEM 2012 and that this would allow a more favourable treatment of what could 
otherwise be regarded as ‘income’.  
 
The €50,000 IAEM had invested in prize bonds had to date yielded three €75 
returns. The profit incurred from the CEM Meeting in Dublin had been 
transferred to IAEM at a much more favourable exchange rate. The net result is 
that IAEM gained and banked about €4,500 on the transaction which would 
almost cover the cost of the additional Taxation Advice. 
 
The Honorary Treasurer proposed increasing membership fees by 20% from 
€300 to €360 or €250 to €300 if paid by direct debit.  Associate Membership 
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Fees which would include membership of IAEMTA would rise from €75 to €145 
or to €120 if paid by direct debit.  
 
10. IAEM Annual Conference 2010, Waterford 
The President officially thanked Mr Mark Doyle and the IAEM South East 2010 
organizing committee for their hard work on this year’s conference which had 
been a great success to date. Unfortunately, it was noted that the attendance in 
2010 had been slightly down both for delegates and exhibitors on the 2009 
record. It was agreed that we should develop a list of exhibitors noting how 
many years each had been supporting the Association. 
 
Action: The Treasurer to work with previous Organising Committees to 
develop a sponsorship list 
 
11. ICEM 2012 
It was agreed that the most immediate task was to proceed with incorporation 
so that the contract could be signed with MCI. At present there are a few 
outstanding queries with the solicitor which when resolved would allow the 
incorporation of IAEM. 
 
12. Chairman’s and A.O.B 

 
Snap Printers 
Dr. R. Eager informed us that Snap Printing would be interested in being 
considered as a provider for ICEM 2012. They were also willing to offer a 
favourable service to IAEM Members who needed posters prepared, etc. The 
Executive agreed that we should look further into this option. 
 
Action: The Treasurer to make contact with Snap Printing and explore 
matters further. 
 
 
13. Date of next Meeting 

 This will take place at 13.00hrs on Wednesday 1st December 2010 in the 
 Emergency Department, St James’s Hospital, Dublin.  

 
 
 Signed: 
 
    
   President 
 
 Date: 1st December 2010 


