
 

 

 

Minutes of Executive Meeting  
1.00 pm, Wednesday, 7th February 2007 

                                     
Venue: The Emergency Department, St. James’s Hospital, Dublin 8 

 

1. Present:      Apologies: 
Mr. F. Hickey – President    Dr. U. Geary – Honorary Treasurer  
Mr. J. Binchy – Honorary Secretary  Mr. A. Gleeson 
Dr. G Quin       Mr. A.J. Martin 
Dr. S Walsh      Dr. G. McMahon 
Mr. G McCarthy          

 
  

2. Minutes of the last Executive Meeting were accepted. 
 

 
Action: Hon. Secretary to circulate agreed minutes to 

membership 
 

3. Matters Arising 
 

1) Taser Presentation 
 

The President had requested a copy of the presentation on this from Dr. 
Collins, An Garda Siochana, to circulate to the membership.  He has not 
yet had a response. 
 
Action: President to contact Dr D Collins again 
 
2) Mental Health Act 2001 

 
It was noted that the Associations position paper on this was now 
complete and had been published. The President suggested that we 
review this in six to nine months time to ensure that the necessity to 
have adequate facilities for Adolescents was not being overlooked. 
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4. Standing Orders for the Executive 
 
Dr. McCarthy informed us that the JCHT (Emergency Medicine) is now the 
Training Standards Committee, The College of Emergency Medicine.  
With this correction the standing orders were accepted by the Committee. 
 
Action: Hon. Secretary to circulate to membership 
 

 

5. Task Force Report 
 
The President reported that at a meeting he and the Secretary had with 
Angela Fitzgerald, HSE, it was suggested that the HSE move to a single 
interim target of a time of 12 hours from registration to admission or 
discharge rather than have multiple interim targets as she had envisaged. 
He had received feedback from Ms Fitzgerald that this was being 
presented to the Board of the HSE on 13th February. It was envisaged that 
the report would be published on the 27th of February.  It was agreed that 
the Association needed to produce a response to this report. 
 
Action:  Mr. F. Hickey and Mr. J. Binchy to draft IAEM response  
   
 

6. Urgent Care Centres 
 
The Honorary Secretary apologised that the penultimate position paper 
and press release had been circulated to the Executive. There was a 
discussion highlighting the concerns of all that these units may be 
established as a so-called solution to the “A&E crisis”. The President 
reiterated that the Association did not support the development of these 
units by the HSE. However, as it appears that these units are going to go 
ahead, it is important that some standards were developed and that was 
why the Association had developed the Standards Paper. 
 
Dr. McCarthy raised the issue of Training for the staff working in these 
units. He agreed to draw up draft training programme. 
 
 
Action:  Dr. McCarthy to draft Training standards document for 

UCCs 
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7. Paediatric Emergency Medicine 
 
 Dr. Walsh reported that the Consultants in Paediatric Emergency 
Medicine in Dublin had met on a couple of occasions.  As of yet no 
document had been produced. Dr. Walsh agreed to personally produce a 
draft document for discussion by the end of February. 
 
Action:  Dr. Walsh to draft Paediatric EM Document 

 
 

8. Private Practice Committee 
 
The President reiterated the Officers’ view that they did not want the 
Association getting bogged down on private practice issues, particularly in 
the press. This matter was outwith the Association’s raison d’etre. 
Therefore a Private Practice Committee of Consultants in Emergency 
Medicine had been established, the members of which are Mr. Aidan 
Gleeson, Mr. Patrick Plunkett and Mr. Paul Gaffney. 
The IHCA has agreed to get senior counsel opinion on private practice 
entitlements for Consultants in Emergency Medicine in public Emergency 
Departments. Mr Gleeson, Mr. Plunkett and Mr. Gaffney will draw up a list 
of questions to put to senior council. The IMO had also agreed to get a 
legal opinion. 

 
 

9. Mediated Entry into the Specialist Registrar 
 
The President had updated the existing regulations to allow for changes in 
terminology eg CEM and has sent them to Mr. Plunkett (who had drawn 
up the original version) for comment.  He will circulate these to the 
Executive. 

 
Action:  Mr. Hickey 
 
It was noted that the regulations were the property of the ISPTC rather 
than IAEM. The former carried indemnity for these and decisions thereof. 
The President noted that although this was the case the IAEM should look 
at indemnity insurance for its work as a representative organisation.  
 
Action: President to ask the Treasurer to investigate same. 
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10.  Draft Health and Safety Position Paper 
 
It was generally agreed that it was a good idea to pursue this.  It was 
agreed that there would be some changes made to the current draft and a 
final draft circulated within the Executive by the end of the week. It was 
also agreed that it would be circulated to the HSE, IHCA, IMO and the 
Health and Safety Authority. The President commended the significant 
work of Dr John McInerney in producing the First Draft 
 
 

11.          A.O.B 
 
 

1) Job Plans 
The secretary brought up the issue of job plans, as these may 
become important following the introduction of a new contract. It 
was suggested that there would need to be two types of job plans, 
one for those Consultants working on split sites and one for those 
working on single sites.  
The BAEM have a generic job plan. The secretary will look at this 
and develop a draft job plan. 

 
Action:  Mr. J. Binchy to draft model Job Plans. 

 
2) Medical Council Feedback 

Dr. Walsh asked the President if there had been any feedback from 
the Medical Council following his letter regarding persistent 
overcrowding in Emergency Departments and the threat to Patient 
safety.  The President will chase this up. 
 
Action:  Mr. F. Hickey to re-activate meeting suggestion 

 
 

12.          Date and Time of next Meeting 
 
There was a discussion as to the most suitable venue for these meetings. 
Majority view was that the venue at St. James’s Hospital was probably 
best.  
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Date of next meeting to be decided after next full IAEM Meeting on 3rd 
March 2007. 
 

  
SIGNED: 
 
 

President 
 
Date: 25th April 2007 
 
 


