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Minutes of Executive Meeting  

Irish Association for Emergency Medicine 
2.00 pm, Wednesday 6th December 2006  

 
                                     
Venue: The Emergency Department, St. James’s Hospital, Dublin 8 

 

1. Present:     Apologies: 
Mr. F. Hickey – President     Mr. A. Gleeson 
Mr. J. Binchy – Honorary Secretary   Mr. A.J. Martin   
Dr. U. Geary – Honorary Treasurer  
Mr. Gerry McCarthy 
Dr. Sean Walsh 
Dr. Gareth Quin 
Dr. Geraldine McMahon for part 
      
 

2. Operational Policy of the Executive  
The President confirmed that the Executive would be responsible for the 
running of IAEM. He suggested that there be four executive meetings a 
year. He will draw up a set of rules covering the quorum, voting, terms of 
office of members etc.  The President stated that the Association needed to 
become more proactive and to this end the President, Treasurer and 
Secretary had met with Drury Communications, a PR firm earlier that 
morning.  
 
Action: President to draw up Standing Orders 
 
3. Presentation 
Dr. Ho from the United States gave a presentation on the medical aspects 
concerning the use of Taser guns. The evidence internationally was that 
such weapons were unpleasant but essentially safe. The President asked 
that a copy of the presentation be made available so that it could be 
distributed to all IAEM Members 
 
Action: A copy of the Presentation to be circulated when 
furnished to President. 
 
4. Mediated Entry to the Specialist Register.  
There was agreement on the criteria that had been circulated.  Some of the 
wording needed to be changed. 
It was agreed that members of the Executive would be available to sit on 
the panel of assessors regarding entry to the Specialist Register and that 
other uninvolved members of the Executive would act as Assessors for an 
appeal. The agreed criteria would form the basis of the assessment of 
suitability 
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Action: President to confirm this willingness to Chair of 
ACEMT 
 

5. Mental Health Act 2001. 
The draft Position paper the Association had developed was discussed. The 
contents were generally agreed. 
 
Action: Dr. Walsh to suggest some amendments following his 
discussions with a Child Psychiatrist. It will then be re-
circulated.  
 
6. Paediatric Emergency Medicine 
Dr. Walsh reported that there had been some difficulty getting a consensus 
approach to what should happen regarding Paediatric Emergency 
Medicine following the establishment of a new tertiary Paediatric Centre. 
He will report back to the Executive by the New Year. It was suggested by 
the President that it might be appropriate for the Executive to nominate 
one or two members to this committee who are not based in the Dublin 
paediatric hospitals, if this would assist. The necessity that the IAEM 
would have a definitive Position Paper on Paediatric Emergency Care 
provision at the earliest opportunity was restated. 
 
Action: Dr Walsh to revert by New Year. 
 
7. A&E Taskforce 
Dr McCarthy reported on the difficulty he and Mr. Lane were experiencing 
in bringing the Taskforce report to a conclusion. There was concern that 
the HSE wished to weaken their commitment to the implementation of a 
six hour door to door target. The Executive unanimously supported their 
maintaining a hard line on the issue of the six-hour total waiting time. 
 
8. A.O.B 
There was general discussion about increasing the profile of Emergency 
Medicine and getting some good news stories out concerning Emergency 
Departments. 
 
9. Date and venue of future meetings  
It was agreed that the Emergency Department at St James’s Hospital, 
Dublin was a suitable venue. The date of the next meeting was intended for 
the end of January/early February 2007.  The President thanked Dr Una 
Geary for facilitating the Association with the venue. 
 
 

SIGNED: 
 
 
  President 
 
Date: 7th February 2007     

 


