
 

Minutes of Executive Meeting 
Irish Association for Emergency Medicine 

1:00pm, Wednesday, 3rd June 2008 
                                     

Venue: Emergency Department, St. James’s Hospital, Dublin 8 

 
1. Present:        Apologies:  

Mr. F. Hickey – President     Dr. G. McMahon 
Mr. J. Binchy – Honorary Secretary  
Dr. U. Geary – Honorary Treasurer 
Dr. G. Quin  
Dr. S. Walsh 

 
Present for latter half of Meeting: 
Mr. G. McCarthy 
   
     

2. Minutes of the Executive Meeting, Wednesday 5th March, 2008 
These were accepted as correct. 

 
 

3. Matters Arising not on Agenda 
 
a) Mediated Entry to the Specialist Register  
Dr Quin has prepared a final draft updated document on this. It was agreed that he would add 
a section on the process to be followed by applicants and send it to the membership of 
ACEMT and then to the ISPTC. Hopefully it will then be finally signed off at the next meeting of 
the ACEMT. 

 
b) Health and Safety Authority  
Mr. John McInerney, Mater Hospital and Mr Aidan Gleeson, Beaumont Hospital were both 
intending to contact the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) to formally request site visits.  The 
Secretary is unaware as to whether they have had any acknowledgement or follow-up. 
Action: The Honorary Secretary to pursue 
 
c) Carr Communications 
There has been no update on the offer of communication training. 
Action: The Honorary Secretary to pursue with Dr McMahon on her return from leave. 

 
d) Charity Status 
The Honorary Treasurer informed the meeting that the Association had now appointed an 
accountant who will process our charitable status application. The cost will be roughly €2,000. 
He will also prepare our annual accounts for a similar fee.  
 
 
 
 



 

e) National Emergency Department Documentation 
There has been no further update on this. However, Winifred Ryan has been heading up a 
discharge-planning project. The Association was belatedly asked to comment on the final draft 
of this document, which it has done. It had also expressed its concern at the tardy request for 
its views and the inclusion of its name as a party who had been consulted. 

 
f) Garda Support for Major Incidents 
Dr Mc Carthy confirmed that he had fed back the association’s broad support on this issue 

 
g) The Way Ahead  
Jim Wardrope has requested that IAEM produce a 1,000 word document summarising the 
situation in Ireland to be incorporated into the CEM revision of The Way Ahead document.  
Action: The President. 
 
h) National Drug Strategy 2009- 2016 
Dr. Chris Luke has agreed to represent the Association on this. 

 
h) Interns Working in Emergency Departments 
The Association had produced a paper on this which has now gone to the Forum of Irish 
Postgraduate Medical Training Bodies. 

 
i) National COPD Strategy 
There has been no acknowledgement of the IAEM submission to this group. The Honorary 
Secretary will chase this up. 
Action: The Honorary Secretary 
 
j) BST Committee 
The National NCHD Audit has just been published and circulated. There was agreement that 
the specialty needed to be represented in the group that the HSE were recommend to set up in 
the aftermath of the audit. Dr Quin agreed that ACEMT would suggest to Prof Tanner the need 
for EM’s continued involvement and would recommend Dr Geary’s ongoing role. 
Action:   Dr Quin to pursue 
 
k) Election of Officers 
A draft of the Constitutional Amendment has been circulated to the members of the Executive 
addressing this issue. Dr Walsh suggested that the opportunity be taken to define electronic 
mail (e mail) as the acceptable form of communication within the organisation. The President 
will finalise another amendment to deal with this. 
Action: The President 
 
l) NIMIS Project Group 
Dr. Geary is now representing the Association on the Procurement Group for this, in parallel to 
Mr. G. Lane’s involvement on the national Steering group. 
 
 
4. Correspondence 
 
a) Postgraduate Medical and Dental Board  
The Honorary Secretary had received a request from the Postgraduate Medical and Dental 
Board for updated information on training in Emergency Medicine to be given out to junior 



 

doctors at their career fair and one for their website. This has been done and the materials 
submitted to the PGMDB. To date the PGMDB site has not been updated. The Honorary 
Secretary will chase this up. 
Action: Honorary Secretary to pursue 

 
b) National Advisory Committee on Drugs 
The President received a letter from the National Advisory Committee on Drugs requesting 
representation from IAEM on the early warning emergency subgroup. It was agreed that this 
was a good idea. The President will seek a nominee from one of the Dublin Hospitals.  
Action:  President to seek a nominee 
There was also general agreement that there needs to be an adequate early warning system 
for other conditions likely to turn up in Emergency Departments such as infectious diseases. 
Action: Dr Geary agreed to make inquiries 

 
c) Letter from Dr Su-Kai Oei 
The President had received a letter Dr. Su-Kai Oei who wanted to trial his invention for a 
resuscitation team mobilisation device in Emergency Departments. The President will reply 
suggesting that he discusses it with Consultants in local EDs and preferably with the 
representative body for RTOs. 
Action: President to reply along these lines 

 
5. Meeting of Officers of the Association with Ann Doherty, Interim Director of the 

National Hospitals Office 
The President fed back from a meeting he, the Hon Secretary and Hon Treasurer had with Ann 
Doherty. The view of the Officers was that this was not a very helpful meeting. Ms Doherty 
seemed poorly informed, had not read the ED Taskforce report and offered no prospect of 
development of EM. Notwithstanding this lack of progress at the meeting, the President had 
written a follow-up letter re-iterating the importance of immediate implementation of the 
Taskforce Report and offering the assistance of the Association in implementing it. 

 
6. Continuing Overcrowding and Taskforce Report 
There was general agreement that overcrowding in EDs had deteriorated in the first quarter of 
2008. Both the press and the public seem to have lost interest in the issue.  There was also 
agreement that while it was important to have accurate data on the overcrowding issue, 
arguments simply based on numbers did not seem to be making any impact. 
 
7. IAEM Strategy 
There was a discussion on how the association should get the overcrowding issue and the 
implementation of the ED Taskforce Report back onto the agenda. It was agreed that the 
Association should produce a briefing paper on what Emergency Medicine is and how the 
current overcrowding is impacting on good service delivery and health outcomes. This could 
then be circulated to interested parties such as politicians, national and local media. 
Action: The Honorary Secretary 
 
8. Contract Negotiations 
Mr. Patrick Plunkett IMO and Dr Eamon Brazil and Dr. John McInerney IHCA had made 
submissions to Mr Tom Mallon SC, Independent Arbitrator, on 30th May 2008. Mr Mallon may 
seek some further clarification from the parties but following this, it is expected that he will 
make a ruling within 10 days of receiving final information. 
 



 

9. Progress of subcommittees 
 
a) Web Committee 
A new front page has been designed incorporating the IAEM Corporate colours and logo.  The 
Association has secured the domain name of Emergencymedicine.ie. The new site will be an 
IAEM website with links to training information and the appropriate ACEMT information. The 
current site (www.iaem.ie) will continue to be used but mainly to redirect people to the new site. 
 
E-Learning. There is a CEM study day on this on 12th June 2008 which Mr McCarthy will 
attend. The college regional e-learning committee for Ireland has not yet met separately but 
has met as part of the IAEM web committee.  
 
b) Academic Committee 
The President agreed with Dr. Ronan O’Sullivan (chair of the committee)’s request for an 
extension of the committee’s terms of reference.  Dr. O’Sullivan had also agreed to be the 
IAEM Representative on the Academic Committee for ICEM 2010 in Singapore. 
 
 
10. College of Emergency Medicine Meeting, Dublin,  September 2008 
The President had agreed a profit (and loss) 50:50 splitting arrangement with Prof Coates on 
behalf of CEM. At this stage the Provisional Programme was substantially complete. 
To date, the Hon. Treasurer noted that there has been a slow uptake of sponsorship stands by 
Pharmaceutical companies. The Hon Treasurer will circulate the IAEM Membership on this.  
Action: Honorary Treasurer to pursue 

 
 
11. ICEM 2012 
There was nothing particular to report. It was agreed to intensify efforts after the CEM meeting 
in Dublin in September 

 
 

12. Chairman’s and A.O.B 
 

a) Chemotherapy Patients presenting to EDs 
The President suggested that in light of the increasing number of patients undergoing 
chemotherapy that turn up in EDs with complications of their condition or treatment, it would be 
useful if these patients carried a standard card giving their underlying diagnosis, on-going 
treatment and any special instructions. The Honorary Secretary will write to the cancer interest 
group with a copy to Prof. Tom Keane 
Action: The Honorary Secretary 

 
b) Secretarial Support for the Association 
Dr Geary volunteered that her secretary had said she would be available to do some work in 
her own time. There was a discussion as to whether a secretarial service should be located at 
the RCSI. This would be particularly useful when the Irish Board of the CEM was established 
and based at the RCSI. It was also felt that what was needed was an individual of PA status 
rather than simply a typist. 
 



 

c) Cutbacks 
Dr. Walsh suggested that we start monitoring centrally how cutbacks are affecting various 
departments in terms of non-replacement of nursing and/or medical staff. It was also an issue 
that nursing home subvention was being removed thus increasing delayed discharge with 
knock-on effects on ED overcrowding. 
Action: Mr. Binchy to suggest this approach to membership. 

 
d) Emergency Department Staffing in Ireland 
Dr. Geary had been approached by Dr. Peadar Gilligan, Beaumont Hospital asking to use the 
data she had collected on behalf of the GPT Audit to compare ED staffing in Ireland with 
departments abroad. Dr. Geary felt that she needed the approval of individual departments 
before she could release this information.  It was agreed that she will email the membership 
requesting individuals who object to their ED’s information being made available in this way to 
contact her. 
Action: Honorary Treasurer 

 
e) Retired Members 
Dr, Geary asked whether we should formally invite retired members of the Association i.e. Mr. 
Leo Vella and Dr. Rosin Healy to part of the CEM meeting in September. 
It was agreed that this would be appropriate. 

 
f) MedicALS Course 
Mr. McCarthy fed back from the Acute Medical Emergency Course he ran recently in 
conjunction with the Royal College of Physicians. He felt that RCPI was keen to take over the 
course. However, Dr. McCarthy was of the opinion that EM should be deeply involved in it. 
There was general consensus that this was the way forward. Dr. McCarthy emphasised the 
need for more Consultants in EM to do the course and become instructors. 

 
g) Timing of Executive Meetings 
The Hon. Secretary felt we should look at having an Executive Meeting on a Friday evening, 
after one of the SpR Training Meetings and before a Saturday General Meeting. It was agreed 
that anything that decreased the amount of travelling to Dublin was a good move. The Hon 
Secretary will investigate the matter further. 
Action: The Hon Secretary 
 
13. Date and Time of Next Meeting 
The next meeting is scheduled to take place on Wednesday, 3rd September 2008 at 1:00pm at 
St James’s Hospital Dublin. 

 
 

Signed:      Date: 3rd September 2008 
 
   President 


