
 

 

Minutes of Executive Meeting 
Irish Association for Emergency Medicine 
1:00pm, Wednesday, 2nd December 2009 

                                     
Venue: Emergency Department, St. James’s Hospital, Dublin 8 

 
1. Present:       Apologies:  
Mr. F. Hickey – President    Dr. P. Houlihan 
Mr. J. Binchy– Honorary Secretary  Dr. G. Quin  
Dr. N. O’Connor – Honorary Treasurer   
Dr. J. McInerney 
Dr. R. Eager 

    
     
2. Minutes of the Executive Meeting, Wednesday, 16th October 2009 
These were accepted as correct. 

 
3. Matters Arising not on Agenda 
 
a) Health and Safety Authority  
The Honorary Secretary has drafted a letter asking the Health and Safety Authority to visit 
the Emergency Department at University Hospital Galway.  
Action: The Honorary Secretary 
 
b) Clinical Indemnity Scheme (CIS) 
The Honorary Secretary will chase this up.  
Action: The Honorary Secretary 
 
c) Emergency Department Process Document 
This is a work in progress. Mr G. McCarthy will report shortly.  
 
d) CEM eLearning Project 
The DOHC UK is keen to proceed with this. However they want the communication 
channel to be via the DOHC in Ireland. Unfortunately, the person who would be 
responsible for this has just recently retired.  
 
e) HSE Circular regarding Locum Consultant Appointments 
The Honorary Secretary has drafted a letter which he has forwarded to the President. 
However he is concerned that it may be perceived as relating to IR issues which are 
outside of our remit.   
Action: The President  
 
f) Meeting with An Garda Siochana 
The President has been informed that Superintendent G. Blake had sent a circular around 
to the Garda membership indicating the proper terminology for Emergency Departments. 
The Honorary Secretary has written to Superintendent Blake for follow up to the meeting 
earlier this year. However Superintendent Blake it about to retire. 
Action: The Honorary Secretary 
 



 

 

g) International Journal of Emergency Medicine 
There was general agreement that the Association should not get involved with this at the 
present time.  
 
4. Correspondence 
 
a) Letter to Noel Dempsey  
The President has written to Noel Dempsey TD and Minister for Transport offering our 
support for the proposed reduction in blood alcohol levels while driving. Mr Dempsey had 
replied thanking us for our support and hoping that we would continue to publicly support 
the introduction of the lower limit. 
 
b) Letter from Joseph O’Beirne 
The Hon Secretary had received a letter form Mr. J. O’Beirne in his role as Chairman of 
the Surgical Service and Practice Committee of the RCSI. He was following up a 
submission IAEM made on the future of surgical services in Ireland. He requested further 
information on the number of Emergency Departments, number of Emergency 
Department Consultants and the grades of other doctors working in Emergency 
Departments. The Honorary Secretary will draft a reply. 
Action: The Hon. Secretary  
 
5. Continuing Overcrowding & F.C.P 
The President informed us that apparently the Full Capacity Protocol had been 
implemented by Mr. John O’Brien (winter initiative) in Limerick. There was agreement that 
this fact needed to be highlighted so that the HSE was pressurized into implementing the 
FCP in other hospitals around the country that had an ED overcrowding problem.  
Dr. G. Quin to finish the paper on full capacity protocol 
 
6. Reconfiguration of Emergency Departments 
 
a) The Greater Dublin Area 
Dr U Geary had convened a meeting of Consultants in EM in the Dublin region to discuss 
the probable reduction in the number of Emergency Departments in the greater Dublin 
area over the next twelve months. Dr. J. McInerney will chair this group. It was agreed 
that it was important for the Specialty to engage with the HSE on this matter.  
 Action: Dr. J. McInerney to revert as matters develop 
 
b) The South  

 The report on Cork and Kerry had been published. The President will circulate it.  
 Action: The President 
 
c) The North East 
The Honorary Treasurer reported that the Emergency Department in Dundalk would 
become a 12 hour service from June/ July 2010.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

7. Progress of groups to produce IAEM Position Papers  
 
a) Clinical Care at Events 
This group had already met up under the Chairmanship of Mr. C. Egleston.  

 
b) Future provisions of Emergency Care in Ireland 
A group under the Chairmanship of Mr C. O’Donnell had been set up to look at the future 
provisions of Emergency Care in Ireland. It will also consider the role of alternative 
practitioners (eg ANPs in Emergency Care) in the delivery of emergency care. Draft terms 
of reference were discussed. The President will circulate these.  

 Action: The President  
 
c) Future of Paediatric Emergency Medicine 
A group under the Chairmanship of Prof. R. O’Sullivan has been set up to look at the 
provision of Paediatric Emergency Medicine in both the specialized Paediatric EDs and in 
general EDs that also see children.  

 
8. Swine Flu Pandemic 
There was little to report on this. There was a perception that the number of cases 
appeared to be decreasing.  
 
9. Progress of Sub Committees 
 
a) Web Committee 
Mr. G McCarthy will spec out what needs to be undertaken by a professional web 
designer. He will then get a costing for the work involved. 
Action: Mr. G McCarthy 
 
b) Academic Committee 
There was little to report on the Academic committee. 

 
10. Applications for Membership 
The following application for a Full Membership was approved. 

Mr. Martin Rochford, who had recently started as a Consultant in Emergency 
Medicine, AMNCH Tallaght had applied and was accepted as a full member. 

 
The following applications for Associate Memberships were accepted.  
 Dr. Mark Buckley, Registrar in Emergency Medicine, St Vincent’s Hospital, Dublin 
 Dr.  Farrukh Sulhail, SHO in Emergency Medicine, Sligo General Hospital, Sligo 
 Dr. Hesham Bediwi, Registrar in Emergency Medicine, University Hospital Galway 

Dr. Abimbola Afolabi, Locum Consultant in Emergency Medicine, Naas General 
Hospital. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
11. Honorary Treasurers Update 
 
a) Incorporating IAEM as a limited company 
There was little to report as the meeting with the Solicitor due to be held that morning had 
been postponed until after today’s meeting.  
 
b) IAEM Bank Account 
The Honorary Treasurer informed us that he had opened a business online account which 
should make it easier to manage the funds. He also told us that the interest rate on the 
deposit account had been reduced to .01%. 
He therefore proposed depositing our funds in prize bonds where there was no risk 
involved and at least there was a chance of getting a substantial return.  
 
c) Direct Debit  
About 50% of the membership had returned direct debit forms. This is unsatisfactory. The 
President will again raise the issue with the membership.  
Action: The President 
 
12. IAEM Annual Conference 2009, Athlone 
The President stated that this was a great success. He extended the Association’s thanks 
to Dr. Sean O’ Rourke and Dr. Robert Eager who had organized such a successful 
meeting in Athlone. Dr Eager reported that he estimated the profit to be in the region of 
€37,000. 
 
13. IAEM Annual Conference 2010, Waterford 
The Organizers had identified the hotel. It had not yet been decided whether the scientific 
meeting would be held at the hotel or in the RCSI building at Waterford Regional Hospital. 
The first day of the meeting clashes with the EuSEM meeting in Stockholm. However it 
was agreed that it was important that the annual meeting continued to be held on a fixed 
weekend. 
 
14.  ICEM 2010 
MCI has been chosen as the preferred conference organiser. Contracts will be signed 
shortly. However there maybe some further haggling about prices. 
The National Conference Centre was the preferred location. However the current price is 
too high. Once the contracts have been signed with MCI they will be in a position to 
negotiate with the conference centre. While MCI will do most the organizing of the 
conference it was agreed that a social committee needed to be set up. Dr R Eager agreed 
to take this on. 
 
15. Chairman’s and A.O.B 

 
a) Letter from Barry White, Clinical Advisory Panel 
The President received a copy of the letter from Barry White in reply to concerns raised 
by Dr G Quin. Essentially Dr White agrees that there should be a representative from 



 

 

Emergency Medicine on the Clinical Advisory Panel which will be set up to look at care 
pathways etc.  The President is to circulate. 
Action: The President 
 
b) Sudden Infant Death   
The President has received some outlines on how to deal with sudden infant death in 
Emergency Departments. He will comment on these and forward them to Executive. 
Action: The President 
 
c) Letter from Donal Collins, An Garda Siochana 
The President had also received a letter from Dr. Donal Collins asking that the form be 
filled in on members of an Garda Siochana that attend Emergency Departments following 
a possible inoculation injury. He had failed to include a draft copy of the document. The 
President will reply and circulate to the executive. 
Action: The President 
 
16. Dates of Meetings in 2010 

• Wednesday 3rd March 2010 at 1pm  in the Emergency Department, St James’s 
Hospital 

•  Wednesday 2nd June 2010 at 1pm  in the Emergency Department, St James’s 
Hospital 

• Wednesday 1st September 2010 at 1pm  in the Emergency Department, St James’s 
Hospital 

• Friday 15th October 5pm at IAEM meeting in Waterford. Venue to be confirmed. 

• Wednesday 1st December 2010 at 1pm  in the Emergency Department, St James’s 
Hospital 
 
 
SIGNED:    
 
 
 
President   Date: 3rd March 2010 


