
 

 
 

 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the 
Irish Association for Emergency Medicine 
10.30am, Saturday 20th October 2007 

                                     
Venue: The Nuremore Hotel, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan 

 

1. Present:       
Full Members 
Mr. F. Hickey – President, Mr. J. Binchy – Honorary Secretary, Dr. U. Geary  
– Honorary Treasurer    
Dr. E. O’Conor, Mr. A.J. Martin, Dr. G. Quin, Dr. P. Gaffney, Mr. C. O’Leary, Dr. R. 
Eager, Mr. J. Ryan, Mr. A. Gleeson, Mr. M Doyle, Dr. P. O’Connor, Dr. C. Martin, 
Dr S. O’Gorman, Mr. P. Plunkett, Mr. N. O’Connor, Dr. J. Gray, Dr. J. McInerney, 
Dr. P. Gilligan, Mr. J. O’Donnell, Mr. C. Egleston, Dr. P. Keenan, Dr. S. Walsh, Dr. 
R. O’Sullivan, Mr. G. McCarthy 
Associate Members 
Dr. C. McDermott, Dr. N. Collins, Mr. R. Drew, Dr. D. Menzies, Dr. J. O’Sullivan, 
Dr. R. McMahon, Dr. R. Conway, Dr. G. O’Connor  
Apologies: 
Mr.S.Cusack, Dr.G. McMahon, Dr. O. Smithwick, Dr. G.Little, Dr. K. Cunningham, 
Mr. G. Lane, Mr. D. Barton, Dr. I.  O’Sullivan, Dr. C. O’Donnell, Dr. S. O’ Rourke, 
Dr. C. Luke, Mr. E. Brazil 

 
 

2. Minutes of the AGM held in Sligo on Saturday 21st October 2006 
These were accepted. 

 
3. Matters Arising 
 

a) Web Committee 
The President informed the meeting that a Web Committee had been set up 
under the chairmanship of Mr G. McCarthy. Members are Mr J Ryan, Mr C 
Mobed, Dr G Kelleher, Dr I O’ Sullivan, Dr R.O’ Sullivan and Dr Stuart Carr.  
The Web Committee will report both to the Executive and the ACEMT. It will 
also act as the CREC (College Regional eLearning Committee) for the College of 
Emergency Medicine. The President confirmed that Terms of Reference are 
currently being considered. 
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The College of Emergency Medicine has set up an online training programme 
at www.enlightenme.org. Dr. Taj Hassan has been instrumental in setting this 
up and has asked that Irish members register on this site. This facility will be 
free to Irish members, even though they are outwith the NHS. 
 
b) IEMTA 
There has been no change in the officers. 
 
c) Taser Guns 
The president informed the membership that he has yet no feedback from the 
Garda Medical Officer as to when these will be introduced. 
 
d) Domestic Violence 
Dr. Gilligan reported that this group this did not wish to have any medical 
input as yet. 
 

4 Honorary Secretary’s Report 
The Hon Secretary gave an outline of the work done during the year by the 
Executive. He summarised the position papers and press releases that had 
been prepared. He gave a brief summary of the meetings with the HSE. 
 

5 Honorary Treasurer’s Report 
The Hon Treasurer informed us that we had a healthy surplus at the end of the 
year. The 2008 subscriptions will continue at €200 for Full Members and €50 
for Associate Members. She encouraged all members to pay by standing order. 
The forms can be downloaded from the website and should be sent to the Hon 
Treasurer. 
 

6 President’s Report 
The President reiterated the importance of being in a healthy financial state. 
He pointed out that it was important for IAEM to have funds available when we 
are organising ICEM in 2012. The Association will also need funds to develop 
elearning and the website. He encouraged members in default to pay up and 
members to sign up to paying using the standing order option. 
 
He highlighted the increased professionalism of the Association over the last 
number of years and noted the significant improvement in the scientific part of 
the meeting. However, he didn’t want to see the Association lose the strong 
sense of camaraderie that is an important part of IAEM. He noted the fact that 
RTE had spent the whole of the previous day camped outside the hotel and that 
people were starting to ask the Association for its opinion and felt that this 
showed that we were beginning to be recognised as the experts in Emergency 
Medicine.  He stressed however the need to move away from all our press 
interactions being on negative aspects such as overcrowding and lack of 
resources. He felt it was important to get good news stories out so that we were 
not seen as whinging all the time. The position statement on Community 
Defibrillation was a positive move for the Association. 
 
He reminded the membership that the Association had produced many useful 
documents in particular Health and Safety Standards for Irish Emergency 
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Departments – providing an optimum environment for both patients and 
staff and Standards for Emergency Department Design and Specification for 
Ireland 2007. These allowed members to benchmark their departments against 
national and international standards. However he had received a poor response 
to requests for EDs to benchmark against the H&S document. He implored 
those who had not done so benchmark their departments against both 
documents. He stressed that there was little point in the Association doing 
good work if members didn’t avail of the opportunities provided 
 

He emphasised that the fact remained that the single biggest impediment to 
the efficient running of Emergency Departments was persistent overcrowding.  
The President had made this very clear to the HSE at meetings with Mr John 
O’Brien (Winter Initiative) and had stressed that if the HSE wanted the 
Association to continue to engage with it then the HSE must set down a clear 
timetable for the implementation of the Task Force Report.  
 
At one of the meetings Mr O’Brien had asked the Association to nominate 
someone who will join a group looking at the patient journey through the 
Emergency Department. This will give the Association a chance to set some 
realistic targets such as time to be seen by a doctor, time to wait for an x-ray 
etc. It was felt to be important that the Association set the standards for 
Emergency Care.  The President confirmed that Mr G Lane had agreed to 
represent IAEM and to join Mr J Ryan on this group. 
 
Mr. P. Plunkett suggested that as soon as the contract issue was sorted out the 
Association should put more pressure on the HSE to introduce an exact target. 
 

7 Reports from Sub Committees 
 
ACEMT 
There was no formal report in Dr G McMahon’s absence. The President noted 
that she had intended to provide one which he would circulate when it was 
received. 
 
Standards Committee 
There was no report. This Committee was de facto defunct. The Executive will 
address this issue. 
 
BAEM 
Mr. John Ryan spoke to his report, which will be circulated with the minutes. 
 
Training Committee/ Programme Director’s Report 
Mr. Gerry McCarthy spoke to this and to Dr I. O’Sullivan’s report. He 
highlighted the fact that MMC Article 14 where doctors can gain access to the 
UK Specialist Registrar without obtaining a certificate of completion of 
specialist training is beginning to be used extensively.  He stressed that it was 
only a matter of time before this would happen in Ireland. The TSC in 
Emergency Medicine was due a visit to Ireland to evaluate Emergency 
Departments for training.  
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There are currently 19 SpR Posts in Ireland. Four of these are vacant and due to 
be filled in the Spring. 
 
Dr P Gilligan suggested that as numbers had increased significantly we should 
consider regional training programmes. The President agreed that while this 
may be possible, he suggested that we must not follow the example in the UK, 
where some regions provide poorer training than other regions and as such 
have difficulty filling their posts, with lower pass rates in their exams. It was 
suggested that Dr Gilligan write to the ACEMT. 
 
The issue of Emergency Department Ultrasound and the apparent attempts by 
the Faculty of Radiologists to block it was raised. The President stated that Dr 
Rob Eager’s report had been considered by the Executive the previous day and 
that they had concluded that this issue would be best dealt with by the ACEMT 
rather than IAEM. 
 

8 Recommendations for Honorary and Life Membership. 
The President informed the Membership that Dr Roisin Healy had retired as 
Consultant in Paediatric Emergency Medicine at Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick 
Children, Crumlin during the last year. He noted that she was the first female 
Consultant in Emergency Medicine and thanked her for her contribution to 
Emergency Medicine. As allowed in the Constitution, the President proposed 
her for Life Membership of the Association. This was seconded by Mr C 
O’Leary and carried unanimously.  
 

9 Constitutional Amendment 
The President proposed that: 

Section 7, Governance of the Association be replaced with 
 
 Section 7, Governance of the Association  
The governing body of the Association shall be the membership at the 
Annual General Meeting, which will have the power to elect an Executive 
Committee, which will oversee the day to day running of the Association. 
The Trustees will be 

� The President 
� The Honorary Secretary 
� The Honorary Treasurer 
� The Penultimate Past President  
who will hold property and general funds on behalf of the Association.  

 
The Honorary Secretary seconded this. The motion was carried unanimously. 
 
Dr. Gilligan asked if Members of the Executive was liable for tax on money 
raised by the Association. The Honorary Treasurer was not aware that they 
were but given that the Association was currently seeking charitable status this 
risk would hopefully become academic. 
 
 

10 Confirmation of the Executive 2007/2008 
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The President informed the membership (which he had done previously by 
letter) that he would be prepared to seek a second term of office. Mr C O’Leary 
proposed Mr Hickey for a 2nd term as President. This was seconded by Dr N 
O’Connor. There were no further candidates from the floor and the proposal 
was carried unanimously. 
 
The President noted that both Mr A J Martin and Mr A Gleeson now demitted 
office from the Executive and thanked both for their contribution to the 
Association.  
 
The Executive for 2007/2008 will consist of: 
Mr F. Hickey, President 
Mr. J. Binchy, Honorary Secretary 
Dr. U. Geary, Honorary Treasurer 
Mr. G. McCarthy, Representative on Training Standards Committee, CEM 
Dr. G. McMahon ACEMT 
Dr. G. Quin Ordinary Member 
Dr. S. Walsh Ordinary Member 
 
 

11  A.O.B 
a) Scientific Committee 
Dr R O’ Sullivan requested that we reconvene the Scientific Committee and 
volunteered to assist. 
The President agreed to look into this and suggested that he would seek 
expressions of interest similar to what he had done with the Web Committee. 
 
b) EuSEM 
Mr. Martin gave an update from EuSEM. Spain had recently joined and had 
some 10,000 members. Dr David Williams is no longer President and has been 
replaced by Dr Gunner Ohlen, Sweden. 
Mr Plunkett noted that the European Journal of Emergency Medicine had 
finally got on the Scientific Citation Index. He advised every department to 
subscribe to it and to encourage their institutions to have it in their libraries. 
 
c) AGM Organising Committee 
The President thanked the local North East organising committee of Mr Conor 
Egleston, Mr Conor Kelly and Mr Niall O’Connor for organising an excellent 
scientific day on the Friday and an excellent social programme for the rest of 
the weekend 
 
d) Nurse prescribing 
Mr. Niall O’Connor raised concerns regarding the introduction of Nurse 
Prescribing. The President said that while this was not really an issue for the 
Association, it was an issue for all Consultants. Dr. Geary was aware of many of 
the issues and advised that she would circulate the membership on this issue. 
 
e) The late Professor John Henry 
Dr. P. Gilligan suggested that IAEM write a letter of condolence to the College 
of Emergency Medicine. It was also suggested that the Association write to Prof 
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Henry’s family. Mr Martin will provide contact details for the late Prof Henry’s 
sister. This was agreed. 
A minute’s silence was observed in his memory by all present. 
 

12 Future AGMs 
The 2008 AGM will be incorporated into the College of Emergency Medicine 
Autumn Meeting, which is being hosted by the Association. This will be held on 
the 23rd to the 25th September in Trinity College, Dublin. Dr John Ryan gave a 
report on the progress of the organising committee to date.  
The President had received positive soundings from Consultants in the 
Midlands to host the 2009 Meeting. Mr. Mark Doyle volunteered the southeast 
to hold the 2010 Meeting. 
 

 
SIGNED: 
 
 
  President 
 
Date:  25th September 2008 


