
 

 

 
Minutes of Annual General Meeting 

Irish Association for Emergency Medicine 
10.30hrs, Saturday 17th October 2009 

 
Venue: The Sheraton Hotel, Athlone 

 
1. Present:       Apologies:  
 
 
Mr. F. Hickey – President    Dr. O. Smithwick 
Mr. J. Binchy – Honorary Secretary   Mr. J. O’Donnell    
Mr. N. O’ Connor – Honorary Treasurer      Dr. K. Cunningham  
Dr. G. Quin      Mr. C. Kelly 
Dr. S. Walsh        Mr. C. Egleston 
Dr. U. Geary      Dr. S. O’Gorman 
Mr. J. McInerney     Mr. S. Cusack  
Dr. J. Gray      Mr. E. Brazil 
Dr. P. Gilligan      Mr. J. Ryan 
Dr. S. O’Rourke     Ms. G. Kelleher 
Mr. AJ. Martin      Dr. B. McCann 
Dr. R. Lynch 
Dr. R. Eager 
Dr. C. O’Donnell      Associate Members Present: 
Dr. E. O’ Conor      Dr. J. Kelly 
Mr. P. Kelly       Dr. E. Fogarty 
Mr. M. Doyle       Dr. J. Horan 
Dr. P. O’Connor      Dr. G. O’Connor  
Mr. G. McCarthy      Dr. A. Wakai 
Dr. C. Martin       Dr. D. Moisey  
Ms. P. Houlihan     Dr. N. Collins 
Dr. P. Gaffney       Dr. S. Kuan  
Dr. R. O’ Sullivan      Dr. R. Drew 
Dr. J. O’Sullivan      

 
 
 
       
 
 
 
  

President:     Secretary:    Treasurer: 
 
Mr. Fergal Hickey FRCS, FRCSEd, DA(UK), FCEM  Mr. James Binchy FRCSEd, Dip.Med.Tox., FCEM. Mr. Niall O’Connor DCH, DObs, MRCGP, FRCSEd, FCEM 
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2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, Saturday, 25th September 2008 
 
These were accepted as an accurate record. 
 
3. Matters Arising not on Agenda 
 
a) Meeting with Professor Drumm 
The President informed the membership that there had been no progress on the 
implementation of the Full Capacity Protocol despite assurances given by Professor 
Drumm that the HSE were going to implement it. The Association has commissioned Drs. 
P Gilligan and G Quin to prepare a paper on it which it will seek to have published. 
 
b) Honorary Members 
The President noted that Honorary Membership had been conferred on three individuals 
at last year’s AGM. However no progress had been made to date, on striking of medals or 
preparation of citations.  

  
c) CEM/ IAEM meeting September 2008 
The President informed the membership that he continued to receive lots of positive 
feedback on the success of last year’s meeting. 
 
4. President’s Report  
 
The President gave a brief report on the issues currently facing the Association, focussing 
on ongoing ED overcrowding, professionalization of IAEM and the opportunities and 
challenges posed by ICEM 2012.  
 
5. Honorary Secretary’s Report  
 
The Hon Secretary gave a synopsis of the activity of the Association over the previous 
year.  
 
6. Honorary Treasurer’s Report  
 
The Honorary Treasurer spoke to his comprehensive report. See link. He noted that the 
Association had moved bank branch and had its accounts now in Bank of Ireland, College 
Green, giving the Association an appropriate marquee bank branch. The new branch had 
facilitated the use of Direct Debit by IAEM to collect its subscriptions which was much 
more preferable and flexible from an organisational perspective. 
 
He proposed that the annual subscription for Full members be increased to €300 
(discounted to €250 for those paying by Direct Debit) and €75 for Associate members 
(discounted to €60 for those paying by Direct Debit). This was accepted unanimously by 
the membership. In a broad ranging discussion, the members present voiced their 
support for a more significant increase but it was decided to defer consideration of a 
further increase until 2011. 
 

http://www.iaem.ie/images/stories/iaem/members-only/minutes/2009/treasurers_report_for_agm_2009.pdf
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The Treasurer urged all members to use the DD facility. He outlined also how the 
Association had agreed to manage the subscription year, applications for membership 
received mid-year and retiring members’ subscription affairs 
 
7. Reports from Sub Committees 
 
a) Academic Committee  
Dr. R. O’ Sullivan spoke to his report. See link 
 
b) Web Committee  
Dr. G. McCarthy summarized the progress that the Web Committee had made over the 
last year and demonstrated the Association’s website.  
 
c) Training Standards Committee  
Mr. G. McCarthy fed back about the activities of the Training Standards Committee over 
the last year.  
 
d) Training Programme Director’s Report 
 This was incorporated into the report from the Chair of ACEMT.  
 
8. Report from Chair of ACEMT 
 
Dr. G. Quin gave a report on the activities of the ACEMT. See link.  
Dr Quin reminded the membership of the Trainers/Trainees day meeting in Adare on 3rd & 
4th December 2009 and that there would be a meeting for trainers on the further 
development of the Irish Training Programme to include Basic Specialist and Higher 
Specialist Training to be held on the 14th December 2009 in RCSI.  
The next Irish diet of MCEM part C will be held in Tallaght on 21st and 22nd January 2010.  
 
9. Report from IEMTA 
 
In the absence of the Dr. D. Menzies, Dr. J. Horan spoke on the activities of IEMTA 
during 2009. See link. Dr. D. Menzies continues as Chair of the IEMTA.  Dr. J. Horan has 
been elected as Secretary and Dr. C. McDermott has been elected as Treasurer. 
 
10. Recommendations for Honorary & Life Membership 
 
The President informed the Membership that the Executive had no recommendations for 
the award of Honorary Membership by the Association. 
 
The Executive had recommended that the following persons be offered Life Membership: 
 
•••• Mr G Keye, Retired Consultant in Emergency Medicine, AMNCH, Tallaght, Dublin.  
•••• Dr. P. O’Connor, Retired Consultant in Emergency Medicine, Mater Misericordiae 

University Hospital, Dublin. 
•••• Mr. C. O’Leary,   Retired Consultant in Emergency Medicine, Midwestern Regional 

Hospital, Dooradoyle, Limerick. 

http://www.iaem.ie/images/stories/iaem/members-only/minutes/2009/academic_committee_report_for_agm_2009.pdf
http://www.iaem.ie/images/stories/iaem/members-only/minutes/2009/acemt_report_for_agm_2009.pdf
http://www.iaem.ie/images/stories/iaem/members-only/minutes/2009/iemta_report_for_agm_2009.pdf
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The motion to offer life membership was proposed by the President, seconded by the 
Hon. Secretary and unanimously accepted by the membership. The President noted that 
the Association had lost 2 ex-Presidents and an ex-Honorary Secretary from its active 
ranks. He thanked the three retiring members for their services to Emergency Medicine 
and the Association and on behalf of the membership wished them well in their 
retirement. 
 
11. Election of members to the Executive 
 
a) Training Standards Committee Representative 
The President informed the membership that Mr. J. McInerney had been proposed by Dr. 
J. Gray and seconded by Dr. C. Martin to this position.  As there were no other nominees 
Mr. J. McInerney was elected. 
 
b) Ordinary Member 
Dr. R. Eager had been proposed by Dr. S. O’Rourke and seconded by Dr. P. Gilligan for 
this position. As there were no other nominees Dr. Eager was elected. 
 
The President thanked Mr Gerry Mc Carthy (who was stepping down as the Irish rep. on 
the CEM, Training Standards Committee) and Dr Sean Walsh who was stepping down as 
an ordinary member of the Executive for their work on the Executive. 
 
12. Confirmation of the Executive 2009/2010 
 
The Executive for 2009/2010 will consist of: 
Mr. F. Hickey – President 
Mr. J. Binchy – Honorary Secretary  
Mr. N. O’Connor- Honorary Treasurer  
Dr. G Quin - Chair of ACEMT 
Mr. J. McInerney - Representative on CEM Training Standards Committee 
Dr. P. Houlihan – Ordinary Member 
Dr. R. Eager – Ordinary Member 
 
13. Future AGMs  
 
a) 2010: The Annual Scientific Meeting will be on the 14th and 15th October 2010 with 

the AGM on 16th October 2010. This will be hosted by Mr Mark Doyle and his 
colleagues in the south east. The exact venue in Waterford is to be confirmed.  

b) 2011:  Dr Cathal O’Donnell agreed to host this with his colleagues in the Midwest. 
c) 2012:  It was agreed to incorporate this into ICEM 2012 in Dublin.  

 
 
14. ICEM 2012 
 
The President reminded the membership that this was going to be a huge challenge for 
the Association. All members would be required to contribute in order to ensure its 
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success. He noted that colleagues would be required to man a stand at ICEM 2010 in 
Singapore by which time leaflets and other marketing material would need to be available. 
Similarly the 2010 EuSEM meeting and other international meetings would need to be 
targeted. 
He explained that the organising committee’s preferred choice of venue was the 
Convention Centre, Dublin (CCD) in Dublin’s Spencer Dock and preferred PCO was MCI 
who provide this service to EuSEM. The committee intended to seek to negotiate better 
rates than had originally been provided and would cost the RDS as an alternative. 
 
15. KPIs for Emergency Departments 
 
Dr. A. Wakai gave a summary of the progress of the Delphi study on KPIs to date.  He 
apologised for the technical difficulties that some members had experienced with the 
server and confirmed that these had been rectified. Both he and the President 
encouraged members to partake in the necessary further rounds of the study.  
The President noted that there was a third meeting of the HIQA project to develop KPIs 
for the ED on 28th October 2009 which he and Dr R O’Sullivan would attend. The 
necessity for the specialty to have a clear view on appropriate KPIs was emphasised. 
 
The issue of specialists working in purely adult EDs being asked to comment on 
Paediatric EM KPIs and vice versa was raised. It was noted that some were unsure 
whether they should answer or not and whether their views were of relevance. It was 
agreed that the instructions needed to clearly advise those completing the form to offer a 
view. Subgroup analysis should be able to identify those who were offering a view from 
outwith their current scope of practice. Dr Wakai undertook to take account of the 
discussion in phrasing his instructions. 
 
16. Emergency Medicine in Ireland Future Direction and Strategy 
 
The President outlined his personal view on where we should be going with this. In his 
presentation he outlined what functions the specialty required to have carried out and 
currently ‘who did what’ within EM in Ireland. He noted the relatively small size of the 
specialty and the limit on the number of people prepared to take up office within the 
specialty. He was of the view that the specialty needed to have a single body running it 
and that body should be an Irish one rather than a UK or transnational body. 
 
The discussion was opened up to the membership. There was unanimity that our 
longterm goal was to have a single Irish body responsible for all aspects of Emergency 
Medicine in Ireland. The Executive was given a mandate to explore how this might be 
achieved recognising that there might be interim steps prior to full independence. It was 
acknowledged that the roles of ACEMT and INB CEM overlapped considerably and that 
there was logic in their roles being brought together and that an interim step might be an 
intercollegiate faculty of RCSI & RCPI, RCSI alone or of CEM.  
 
17. Chairman’s and A.O.B 
 
a) Database of Special  Interests 
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The Honorary Treasurer requested that we set up a database of the special interests of 
individual consultants so that when the Association is asked for advice on a particular 
area the request can be directed to a person who has a special interest in that area. 
 
b) Representatives on Regional or National Committee 
The Honorary Treasurer also reminded the members who are representing Emergency 
Medicine on Regional or National Committees to feedback to the Executive on an 
ongoing basis so IAEM remained ‘in the loop’ about issues as they arose.    

 
c) Resus Conference 2009 
The President reminded the membership that the Resus 2009 Conference (which had 
been formally endorsed by IAEM) was taking place in Bunratty on the 13th & 14th 
November. He encouraged members to attend. Dr Cathal O’Donnell (the meeting 
organiser) confirmed that full information was available on www.resus.ie  
 
18. Date and time of Next AGM 
 
The next AGM will be held on Saturday 16th October 2010 in Waterford with the exact 
time and venue will be confirmed in due course. 

 
 

Signed: 
 
 
  President 
 
Date: 16th October 2010 

http://www.resus.ie/
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