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Minutes of Irish Association for Emergency Medicine  
Annual General Meeting held on Saturday 22nd October 2005 at 

10.30am at Hayfield Manor Hotel, Cork 
 

 
1. Present       2. Apologies: 
Mr. A.J Martin, President      Mr. G. Lane 

Mr. Aidan Gleeson, Secretary     Dr. P. Keenan 

Mr. Mark Doyle, Treasurer 

Dr. Sean Walsh 

Dr. Eamon Brazil 

Mr. Niall O’Connor 
Mr. John O’Donnell 
Mr. John McInerney 

Mr. Gerry McCarthy 

Mr. Gareth Quin 

Dr. Cathal O’Donnell 

Mr. Cyrus Mobed 

Dr. Peadar Gilligan  

Dr. Sinead O’Gorman 

Dr. Paul Gaffney 

Ms. Patricia Houlihan 

Dr. Emily O’Conor 

Dr. Peter O’Connor 

Dr. Kieran Cunningham 

Mr. Stan O’Leary 

Dr. Chris Luke 

Dr. Ger McMahon 

Mr. Geoff Keye 

Mr. John Ryan 

Mr. Stephen Cusack 

Mr. James Binchy 

Mr. Sean O’Rourke 

Dr. Jean O’Sullivan 

Mr. Fergal Hickey 
Dr. Conor Deasy  
Dr. Niamh Collins 

Dr. Una Geary 
 

 
3. Minutes of Previous AGM 
The minutes of the AGM of 30th October 2004 in the Radisson Hotel, Galway were 
accepted as correct and signed by the President. 
 
4. President’s Report: 
Mr. Martin reported about meetings with the Tanaiste and Minister for Health, VHI 
and the away-day regarding the IAEM position on a new Consultants’ contract. 



He reported on representation of the association at EuSEM and IFEM.  He outlined 
the difficulties the Association had faced over the past year. 
 
5. Secretary’s Report: 
Mr. Gleeson delivered a report on the previous year’s activities particularly dealing 
with the de facto bar on private practice and contract negotiations. 
 
6. Treasurer’s Report: 
Mr. Doyle reported that there was a small surplus in the account.  It was agreed that 
the annual subscription would not be increased. 
 
7. Standing Committee Report: 
 

(a) JCHT (A&E) – Mr. G. McCarthy gave a brief report 
(b) ISPTC / ACEMT - Ms G McMahon gave a detailed report of the proposed 

transfer to the College of Physicians and how the RCSI have been very 
supportive of the Association’s position on this. 

(c) Dr I O’Sullivan (Programme Director) reported that:  
• Trainee numbers would increase to 15 or 17 next year if Comhairle give 

approval [we already have financial and educational approval].  
• There would be interviews for 6 new SpRs in spring 2006  
• Rotations were working well  
• Concerns re paediatric exposure for Dublin trainees. There has been 

confusion about funding of paediatric secondments vs formal 6 month 
rotations so we have reverted to status quo of three month 
secondments (paid for by the “base hospital” ie the adult ED they are 
currently working in).  

• an Educational Advisory body was to be set up to help with trainees 
monthly meetings. Consultant volunteers were sought.   

(d) Web Committee – Mr. J. Ryan noted that the website is still lacking content. 
(e) BAEM – Mr. J. Ryan advised on what is happening in the UK.  BAEM have 

also suggested that they would like to come to Dublin for their AGM in 2007.  
The association were in unanimous agreement that we should support this. 

(f) Scientific Committee - there was no report.  
(g) HEBE Committee – there was no report. 
(h) Standards Committee – there was no report. 

 
8. International Matters 
 
(a) EuSEM  
Mr Martin informed us that there were two Irish members on the board, himself as 
president of IAEM and Mr. Plunkett as editor of the European Society of Emergency 
Medicine Journal.  
(b) IFEM.   
Mr. Martin confirmed that the president of the IAEM was a member of this board.  
This was expected to be at very small cost reflecting our total membership numbers. 
 
 
9. Election of New Officers 
 
Mr. A.J. Martin, outgoing President, proposed Mr. Fergal Hickey as the new 
President. This was unanimously accepted by the meeting. 
Mr. A. Gleeson, outgoing Secretary, proposed Mr. James Binchy as incoming 
Secretary.  This was unanimously accepted. 
Mr. A.J. Martin proposed Dr. Una Geary as incoming Treasurer.  This was 
unanimously accepted. 
 
The New Officers assumed their roles and the incoming President took the chair. 



 
 
10. A.O.B. 
 

(a) Dr. Jean O’ Sullivan, on behalf the trainees, formally thanked the Consultants 
for their continued role in SpR training.  She also told us that Dr. Conor Deasy 
was the new president of the Irish Emergency Medicine Trainees Association.  
Associate membership of IEMTA was open to all Consultants and they were 
encouraged to come along to the training days.  It was suggested the timetable 
should be published well in advance so Consultants might have an 
opportunity to attend. 

 
(b) MAUs (Medical Assessment / Admission Units) 

There was a heated discussion on the role of MAUs and whether they were 
medical assessment or medical admission units.  It was agreed that most 
hospital physicians did not appreciate the difference between the two.  There 
was also strong support from the floor that medical assessment was a core 
function of Emergency Medicine and that Medical Admission units are what 
we should be pushing for within the Hospital to take patients after a decision 
has been made to admit them.  It was also suggested that there should be a 
united view from the association on this issue.  Mr. Hickey, the incoming 
President, agreed to take this forward.  
 
Action - Mr F Hickey to produce position paper 
 

       (c) Training. 
There was some discussion about funding for attachments for SpRs and it was 
thought that this should be central.  It was suggested that this be taken on 
through the RCSI. 
 
Action – Dr G McMahon to pursue 
 
 

(d) Dr. Luke reminded the association that the AGM had been preceded 
by a very successful scientific meeting and that we should seek to bring the 
BAEM AGM to Dublin to show our colleagues in the UK what we can do.   

 
 
10.  Date of next Annual General Meeting 

The next AGM was set for Saturday 21st October 2006 at the Clarion Hotel, 
Sligo. 

 
 
SIGNED:  
 
 

President 
 
Date: 21st October 2006 


