
 

 

 
 
 

Minutes of Executive Meeting 
Irish Association for Emergency Medicine 

5th September 2012 
 

Venue: Mater Misericordiae University Hospital, 59 Eccles Street, Dublin 7 

 
1. Present:     Apologies:  
 
Mr. M. Doyle – President    Dr. G. Quin – Chairman ICEMT  
Mr. N. O’Connor – Honorary Treasurer  Dr. J. O’Sullivan  
Mr. J. McInerney– Honorary Secretary  
Mr. F. Hickey – Past President  
Mr. J. Binchy-- Past Honorary Secretary 
Prof. R. O’Sullivan Chair of Academic Committee 
Dr. J. Cronin – President IEMTA 
Mr. G. McCarthy 
 
2. Minutes of the Executive Meeting 13th June 2012 
 
These were accepted as correct. 
 
3. Matters arising not on Agenda 
 
None 
 
4. ICEM2012 
 
Mr F Hickey reported that the conference had been a great success.  IAEM had 
been the smallest national Emergency Medicine association to host such an event 
but had attracted the most scientific abstract submissions ever and had the greatest 
number of registered delegates for an ICEM. ICEM 2012 was also the most 
‘tweeted’ international conference ever. He formally thanked the Local Organising 
Committee for their work and added that the wider membership should also be 
thanked at the next AGM for their cumulative efforts in representing the Association 
so successfully in this event. 
 
There was a possibility that Prof. J. Ryan might have nominated the conference for 
an award of ‘Best Conference’ in Ireland but this needed confirmation. 
 
There was a need for the LOC to meet formally with MCI in the near future to tie up 
loose ends and obtain a final report and profit for IAEM. 
 
Action: Mr F Hickey to arrange a formal meeting with MCI and the LOC. 
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5. HIQA report and ED overcrowding 
 
Concerns were raised by both Messrs. Hickey and O’Connor about the recent 
widespread publicity regarding bed closures, restrictions on hiring agency staff and 
reductions in home care packages and the impact on recent improvements in ED 
overcrowding since the HIQA report. 
 
The President noted there had been no update on the Hospital Escalation document 
and FCP from the HSE. Mr. J. Binchy reported that the FCP was working well and 
often in GUH. Mr. O’Connor concurred with regard to OLOL Hospital but was 
concerned that reductions in nurse agency provision might risk further utility of FCP 
locally. 
 
Mr. J McInerney suggested that the Minister and SDU should be publicly praised for 
the recent improvements in ED overcrowding but the press release caution about 
the risks to sustained improvements should bed closures and the removal of 
community supports occur. 
 
The President also highlighted the need to progress the HIQA /EMP Transition of 
Care document and will disseminate the document to the wider Executive for review 
before arranging a meeting with HIQA. 
 
Action: Honorary Secretary to construct a Press Release on ED overcrowding 
for release in the next week.  
President to disseminate the Transition of Care document before it is released 
by EMP to HIQA.    
 
6. EMP update & workforce planning 
 
Mr F Hickey reviewed the recent EMP launch by the Minister and highlighted that 
this was a huge boon to the specialty as no other national programme had received 
the same support. Of particular benefit was that the EMP clearly defines minimum 
WTE for consultant rostering.   
 
The NCHD shortfall has been less than previous years with the Supervised Division 
in its second year. 
 
Action: Mr. G McCarthy to undertake repeat NCHD census in EDs via website. 
 
7. ICEMT report 
 
Prof. R O’Sullivan gave an update and advised that Faculty development exploratory 
discussions were progressing satisfactorily with RCSI. Discussions were ongoing on 
resource and administrative support. 
 
Mr. F Hickey highlighted the need to carefully consider next steps in Faculty 
development with regard to the charitable status of IAEM. Mr N O’Connor suggested 
the involvement of the IAEM solicitor and the retention of IAEM Ltd as the umbrella 
organisation. 
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It was agreed a subgroup consisting of the IAEM/ICEMT Officers, Mr F Hickey, Dr U 
Geary, Dr G McCarthy and a trainee representative should be instigated to review 
progress after the initial discussions with RCSI. 
 
There are 9 HSTEM places to be filled in 2013 and a subgroup is considering critical 
care competency training. Mr. R. Eager had indicated that he was stepping down as 
BSTEM Programme Director in 2013. There is a need to revisit the BSTEM 
Framework and consider the appropriateness of more compact regional schemes 
with regional directors. 
 
Prof O’Sullivan also suggested that with Faculty development consideration should 
be given to the development of a Dean and Associate Dean within a future Faculty 
structure. 
  
8. Academic Committee update 
 
Prof. R O’Sullivan informed the meeting that the EMP/Clinical Guidelines website is 
progressing well and should go ‘live’ in the next few months. There is potential for a 
link to the IAEM website. There are 20 suites of Guideline Development in progress 
which will feature the IAEM ‘brand’.  There is a cost associated with this process and 
it was agreed that it would be in keeping with the ethos of the IAEM charitable status 
to sponsor this work and consider utilising IEMTA members in such a project. 
 
Action: Prof R O’Sullivan to identify personnel and costs involved in pursuing 
this project. 
 
There has been a low submission rate to date of scientific abstracts for the 2012 
IAEM ASM in Tallaght.  It was agreed that good quality work presented at ICEM2012 
could be re-submitted for the IAEM ASM 2012. 
 
Action: Mr. J. McInerney to contact members and update them on submission 
criteria and closing date. 
 
Prof. R. O’Sullivan updated the meeting on the recent successful research grant 
application and the need for seed funding for the proposed Institute of Emergency 
Medicine. Funding may be available from European sources to allow collaborative 
research. It was proposed that a Faculty subgroup would allow for consideration of 
these proposals. 
 
There will be an Academic Committee ‘think-tank’ meeting at Carton House Hotel on 
the afternoon of the 18th October prior to the ASM. 
 
IAEM have also been invited to participate in a ‘Quality in Emergency Medicine’ 
meeting in Belfast by Mr. Sean McGovern on Friday 7th December 2012. This will be 
an opportunity to foster cross-border links and collaboration in EM and enhance 
attendance at future ASMs across Ireland.  It is proposed to amalgamate the usual 
Trainer/Trainee day on the 6th December at the same venue and also incorporate an 
Executive meeting. 
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9. National Board of CEM 
 
Dr G. McCarthy informed the meeting that a mechanism had been agreed at the 
CEM AGM to restructure and reduce the annual CEM subscription for Irish Fellows.    
 
10. IEMTA Update 
 
Dr. John Cronin has been IEMTA President for 2 years and is stepping down at the 
upcoming IEMTA AGM. He reported that the IEMTA website was being updated and 
was collaborating with Dr A Neill’s website (Emergency Medicine Ireland). 
 
A Critical Appraisal course is being arranged for November 2012 and nominations 
for Trainer of the Year are being sought. 
 
Prof O’Sullivan has been invited to be the Inaugural President of the Emergency 
Medicine Students Society of Ireland (EMSSI) which is holding its first meeting in 
Trinity College on the 24th September 2012. 
   
11. Honorary Secretary’s report 
 
There are 3 applications for Associate membership: 
 
Mr Gerard Markey, SpR in Emergency Medicine at Waterford Regional Hospital 
Dr Sinead Ni Bhraonain; SpR in Emergency Medicine at Our Lady’s Children’s 
Hospital, Crumlin  
Dr Yasir Osman; SHO in Emergency Medicine at Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, 
Crumlin 
 
All were approved.  
 
There was one application for Full membership; 
 
Dr Mick Molloy. However as Dr Molloy does not meet the criteria yet for Full 
Membership this could not be approved. Mr J McInerney will contact Dr Molloy and 
advise him of the criteria. 
 
Future annual Affiliate membership fees were discussed and agreed at €25. 
 
12. Honorary Treasurer’s report 
 
Mr N O’Connor informed the meeting that the Revenue Commissioners had written 
to advise that IAEM had no outstanding tax liability for 2011. 
 
The affairs of pre-IAEM Ltd are being wound up and a contribution of €155,000 had 
been made to ICEM 2012. There remained €35,000 in the bank and IAEM Ltd 
awaited profits from ICEM 2012. There could be total assets of around €500,000 and 
IAEM would need to consider the best use of these funds going forwards. 
 
There had been a reduction in Director’s Insurance to €638 due to charitable status. 
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There have been 2 requests for testimonials from companies who provided services 
to IAEM in 2012; the IAEM accountants (Cusack Garvey) and EazyEFT (who 
provide DD services). It was agreed that IAEM should provide such a testimonial to 
each company. 
 
13. DRIP 
 
There had been no further communication and DRIP representatives had not 
attended ICEM 2012 as had been anticipated.  
 
14. Web Committee update 
 
Mr. F. Hickey suggested there was a need to revitalise this committee. Dr John 
Cronin agreed to Chair a new Web Committee with support from Mr. Hickey, Dr 
McCarthy and Prof.O’Sullivan.  Dr A Neill is to be invited to participate alongside the 
current webmaster Dr S Carr.   
 
Terms of reference and a Business Case are to be formulated with regard to 
strategy, content, applications and costs.         
 
15. GECS 
 
In the absence of Dr Jean O’Sullivan there was no report. 
 
16. IAEM ASM Limerick 2011 
 
There is currently a profit of 20,000 Euro with outstanding MSD sponsorship of 1,750 
Euro awaited 
 
Action: Mr O’Connor to chase outstanding monies owed. 
  
17. IAEM ASM Tallaght 2012 
 
Dr J O’Sullivan is Chair of the LOC.  There is no definitive programme yet but the 
ASM is being held over 2 days at Carton House Hotel in Maynooth, Co Kildare. 
 
There is a need for 3 Directors to demit from the Board of IAEM Ltd and new 
Directors to be voted in. Mr J. McInerney will seek nominations from interested 
members prior to the AGM. 
 
18. Future IAEM ASM & Model 
 
Mr N O’Connor stated this needs to be revisited following IAEM ASM Tallaght 2012 
and made more didactic going forwards.   
 
19. IAEM ASM 2013 Donegal 
 
No update. 
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20. Chairman’s and AOB 
 
There was no further business. 
 
 
Future dates of the Executive are as follows; 
 

 18th October 2012, Carton House, Maynooth, Co.Kildare 

 6th December 2012, Belfast. 
 
 
 
Signed: 
 
 
 
   President 
 
 
Date: 18th October 2012 

 
           
  


