
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28th February 2008 

 
IAEM makes submission to Mental Health Commission on 

workings of Part 2 of Mental Health Act 2001 
 

 
In response to a formal request from the Mental Health Commission, the Irish 
Association for Emergency Medicine (IAEM) has made a submission on the 
workings of Part 2 of the Mental Health Act 2001, the section of the Act 
dealing with the involuntary admission of patients with mental illness to 
approved centres. A copy of the submission, which required a response to a 
structured questionnaire, is to be found on the Statements section of this 
website. In its response, the Association re-iterated its concern that patients 
with mental illness continue to be taken by Gardai to Emergency Departments 
(EDs) rather than approved centres i.e. those centres approved under the Act, 
namely designated Psychiatric Units and Psychiatric hospitals. Furthermore, 
there continue to be unacceptable delays in patients being moved from EDs 
to approved centres. This is both inappropriate from the perspective of the 
individual patient and potentially highly disruptive for the ED and is a matter 
the HSE and other agencies will need to address as a matter of urgency. 
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